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Why do we live with a seven day week?

The answer is because we still regulate our lives by a septimal law that
Mesopotamian star-gazers framed, and local warlords imposed, more than 40 centuries
ago. Our weekdays and weekends and weeks off, our dress-down Fridays, hectic Saturday
nights, Sundays sacred or profane, and Monday-morning blues all have their origin in some-
thing that happened around 2350BC. To the Sumerians, ultimately, we owe not only the
week but also the 60-minute hour.

Sargon I, King of Akkad, having conquered Ur and the other cities of Sumeria, then
instituted a seven-day week, the first to be recorded. Ur was probably using weeks, less
formally, long before Sargon came marching in. The Sumerians were great innovators in mat-
ters of time. It is to them, ultimately, that we owe not only the week but also the 60-minute
hour. Such things came easily to people who based their maths not on a decimal system but
on a sexagesimal one.

Why were these clever chaps, who went for 60 because it is divisible by 2, 3, 4,
5,6, 10, 12, 15, 20 and 30, fascinated by stubbornly indivisible seven? In ancient Egypt and
ancient China, “weeks” of ten days were long in use—much more understandable, as people
have ten fingers to count on, not seven. (And yet you have to wonder, if the Pharaohs’
long week was intended to drive their workforce harder, whether it provoked the Exodus?)
Above all, why should the Sumerian system have not merely endured but become an
almost universal conqueror? Ur’s posterity now sways regions Sargon never knew. Its lead
has been slavishly followed by Babylonians, Greeks, Romans, Hindus ancient and modern,
Muslims and most of the present inhabitants of Europe and the Americas. Even China sur-
rendered a good thousand years ago. The year, the day and (not quite so obviously) the
month are natural divisions of time. The week is an oddity. The moon’s four phases are a
near miss, but still a misfit, for weeks. You will be in trouble (like H.G. Wells’s “The Man
Who Could Work Miracles”) if you try to make the moon perform every 28 days, instead of
its usual 2912 and a bit.

The Sumerians had a better reason for their septimalism. They worshiped seven
gods whom they could see in the sky. Reverently, they named the days of their week for
these seven heavenly bodies. So do most of us today. Greeks, Slavs, and many Jews and
Muslims, although loyal to Ur’s seven-day week, have shaken off its planet-gods; but a
great majority of Christians and of Hindus, and virtually all “unbelievers”, still pay their
respects daily to the Sumerian seven—under changed names, of course. For the Sumerians
themselves, seven was a very special number. They conceived of a seven-branched Tree
of Life, and of seven heavens, that were passed to Babylon and symbolized there in sev-
en-tiered ziggurats, or hanging gardens. Sumeria’s Gilgamesh epic describes the rite of pas-
sage through which Enkidu the ape-man became human, thanks to the obliging Shamhat:
While the two of them together were making love, He forgot the wild where he was bomn.
For seven days and seven nights Enkidu was erect and coupled with Shamhat. In spite of all
that, Ur’s seventh day was not holy. On the contrary, it represented danger and darkness. It
was risky to do anything at such a time. So it became a day of rest.

Ever since the time when Abraham trekked westward from Ur, Mesopotamian
influences had helped to form Hebrew traditions. The Jews got the story of the Flood from
Sumeria. They got the seven-day-week idea early enough to use it in the account of the
Creation given in Genesis. But there may have been some garbling in the transmission. The
Sumerians would not have depicted the Creator as just sitting back, satisfied, on the seventh
day; to them, he would seem to have stopped work, wisely, because anything attempted
on that day must end in tears. The week reached India from Mesopotamia more than 2,000
years ago, in time to get into some of the Hindu scriptures. But the Hindus’ creation stories
were far more complex than Hebrew ones. They never accepted a Sabbath; their scriptural

references to the week, as in the Brahmavaivarta Purana, were almost casual: When Brahma
had fashioned this universe, he placed his seed in Savitri, his best wife. When she was
ready to give birth, she bore the year, the month, the days of the week, the seven Pleiades.
The Hindus were keen sky-watchers and sometimes keen septimalists. They had noted the
Pleiades (Krttikas). Noting also the Great Bear’s seven stars, they identified them with the
Seven Sages who survived the Flood, combined these starry sevens, and made the Pleiades
the wives of the Sages. Yet, in their absorbent way, they happily adopted the seven planet-
gods who arrived with the original Sumerian week. And, in their retentive way, they held on
to them. In modern Hindi, as in ancient Sanskrit, the planets we call Mars and Mercury are
Mangal and Budh. The days called Tuesday and Wednesday in English, and mardi and mer-
credi in French, are Mangalvar and Budhvar. Elsewhere, new names have been showered on
the old gods and their planets. Yet, to an astonishing extent, they have retained their identi-
ties—and kept their places in the order of the days of the week.

Which Day is the Day of Rest?

For the Jews, the Sabbath (Saturday) is the day of rest and worship. On this day
God rested after creating the world. Most Christians have made Sunday their day of rest and
worship, because Jesus rose from the dead on a Sunday. Muslims use Friday as their day of
rest and worship. The Qur'an calls Friday a holy day, the “king of days.”

What Is the First Day of the Week?

The Bible clearly makes the Sabbath the last day of the week, but does not share
how that corresponds to our 7 day week. Yet through extra-biblical sources it is possible
to determine that the Sabbath at the time of Christ corresponds to our current ‘Saturday.’
Therefore it is common Jewish and Christian practice to regard Sunday as the first day of
the week (as is also evident from the Portuguese names for the week days). However, the
fact that, for example, Russian uses the name “second” for Tuesday, indicates that some
nations regard Monday as the first day. In international standard ISO-8601 the International
Organization for Standardization (ISO) has decreed that Monday shall be the first day of the
week.

Sumaria’s Weekdays has faced many challenges...

The French Revolution brought in a ten-day “week” whose days were, literally,
numbered (the experiment lasted, officially, for 12 years, but never really took). As soon as
the Bolsheviks seized power in Russia in 1917 they tried, but failed, to imitate the French
revolutionaries. Later, for 11 years starting in 1929, Stalin imposed first five-day and then
six-day weeks on the Soviet Union. The elimination of Sunday, with its strong religious asso-
ciations, was one purpose of his experiments. They all failed, abjectly. Warned by this, the
communist regimes established in other countries after 1945 did not even try to tamper with
the Ur-old seven-day week. The ancient Egyptians used a 10-day week. The Maya calendar
uses a 13 and a 20-day week. Slavics used week of nine days before adopting Christianity.

Enter Ishtar and Venus and the Other Gods

The first recorded change came when the Sumerian week-system was transposed
into the Semitic language spoken in the Babylonian empire. The day-names used in Babylon
around 700BC (running as if from our Sunday to our Saturday) were: Shamash (Sun), Sin
(Moon), Nergal (god of war), Nabu (god of scribes), Marduk (supreme god), Ishtar (goddess
of love) and Ninurta (god of farming). They had simply replaced their Sumerian predecessors;
for example, Ishtar had succeeded Inanna both as a planet and as the presiding deity of
love. The seven-day system has leapt blithely from one religious base to another, from Ur of



the Chaldeans to Israel and to Islam. By the time the Romans had adopted the system, the
planet-gods wore names more familiar to us: (in the same order) Sol, Luna, Mars, Mercurius,
Jupiter, Venus, Saturnus. But their identities remained almost intact. This is further confirmed
by pagan peoples who were incorporated into the roman empire. By the age of Augustus,
Romans were aware of “seven day systems” because they had expanded their empire to the
middle east. Native pagans named days after seven visible planets and associated planets
with gods (e.g., Mercury, Saturn) and the French week preserves many of these names:

* Monday - lundi - The moon’s day

* Tuesday - mardi - Mars’ day

* Wednesday - mercredi - Mercury’s day

* Thursday - jeudi - Jupiter’s day

* Friday - vendredi - Venus’ day

* Saturday - samedi - Satumn’s day

* Sunday - dimanche - Sun god’s day or possibly from the
Roman “Di” which referred the 12 great gods of
the pantheon.

Romans tended to accept local systems as they took over
countries. Roman leaders, diplomats and soldiers, accordingly, would
have become increasingly familiar with 7 day week as they established
‘eastern empire.” They would also have not tried to impose Roman
8day system on local inhabitants of eastern provinces. Evidence of
use of 7 day weeks in Italy appears by end of Republic. By 200 CE, it
appears to have been commonly used throughout Roman empire.

The name-chain Inanna-Ishtar-Astarte- Aphrodite had led to
Venus. Nergal lived on in Mars. Aptly, the god of scribes had mutat-
ed into the heavenly messenger, Mercurius. In English and the other
Germanic languages, Mars, Mercurius, Jupiter and Venus were, in
time, renamed in honor of Teutonic gods. From Tiw, Woden, Thor and
Freya came the names of our weekdays from Tuesday to Friday. Even
so, the chain remained unbroken. Although English Wednesday and
Scandinavian Onsdag salute the god Woden or Odin, this came about
only because he was identified with Mercurius. Similarly, the love-god-
dess Freya took the place of Venus—and her place in the
weekly sequence. Among Europe’s Romance and Celtic languages, the

only the Christians made it really special as their day for congregational prayer, linked with
the Resurrection and called the Lord’s Day. Constantine chose to boost that day while invok-
ing not Christ but the Unconquered Sun (the emperor himself, at that point, saw the two
deities as one). He thereby gratified Christians without offending sun-worshipers. So it was
a shrewd move, at the time. But it left the naming of the day in schism. In its Germanic ver-
sions it is now strictly the Sun’s day (Sonntag, Zonday, etc). But it is given to the Lord (Latin
dominus, Greek kyrios) in Romance languages (Domingo, Domenica, dimanche) and Greek
(Kyriaki), and the Celts are split, Welsh Dydd Sul confronting Gaelic De Domhnaic. Most
striking of all Sunday’s names is the Russian Voskresenye (“Resurrection”), which endured
through long years of imposed atheism.

Today

Sumeria’s 4,400-year-old feat of cultural imperialism is triumphantly intact and
more assured of universal acceptance than ever. How can this be explained? Seven is a
thoroughly awkward number. It gives us a year of 52 weeks (another awkward number),
plus the annoying extra one or two days which force us to keep buying
new calendars. The seven-day system’s ability to challenge and, in time,
overlay all others has always rested on its religious inspiration, not on its
practical value. It has leapt blithely from one religious base to another, from
Ur of the Chaldeans to Israel, then on to Christendom, to Islam. It infiltrated
the Roman empire before Christianity and reached India many centuries
before the first Muslim invaders. European colonizers spread it through the
Americas, but in the Old World, wherever Hindu or Muslim influences had
penetrated, even the earliest European explorers found it was there before
them. Today, most of the human race takes it for granted that their activi-
ties are recorded in weeks. There are two groups: those who feel that the
week has real religious significance and that there is something holy about
one day in seven, and those who have no such feeling. In neither group will
you find many people who know how the week came into existence, or
came to matter. “Men of old” knew. They could read it in the heavens. In a
song of great antiquity like “Green grow the rushes O”, it was natural, per-
haps unavoidable, to include the line “Seven for the seven stars in the sky”.
They are all still there: Sun, Moon, Mars, Mercury, Jupiter, Venus, Saturn.
We may send out spacecraft to ring them round, but we ourselves are still
held in the grip of the Seven.

Mercury associated with Odin & Nabu

Sumarian idea of naming days from planet-gods is obvious. Mercurius is
as recognizable in the French mercredi as in Romanian Mercuri or Welsh Mercher. The Slav
languages, however, taking a lead from Greek, prefer numbering systems. (Five, in Russian,
is pyat; Friday is Pyatnitsa. In Greek, Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday are Deutera, Triti
and Tetarti; i.e., second, third and fourth.) Saturnus, alone among the planet-gods, resisted
Germanization.

And Saturday was “different” from other weekdays long before the two-day week-
end developed. In ancient Rome it became somewhat inauspicious. Then it was, for a time,
the Sabbath, both for Jews and for many early Christians. It is still Sabato in Italian, Sabado
in Spanish, Sobota or Subota in the Slav languages. Over the naming of Sunday some con-
fusion has crept in, for which Constantine the Great is much to blame. In 321AD, when he
ordered the cities of his empire to rest on this day, his edict was related to the sun, rather
than to Christianity. Three centuries earlier, Augustus had officially recognized the week,
with its Sumerian-style planet-gods. Dies solis, the sun’s day, was mildly auspicious, but



The week of seven days was adopted in Rome somewhere about 400 AD, and
spread into Europe, but had been recognized as a period of time long before that in
the east. It was probably chosen to give one day each to each of the seven planets
known in antiquity. In the southern countries of Europe, the days of the week were
named after the gods of the Greeks and Romans. In the English language, as well
as in the languages of some of the countries of northem Europe, the gods of the
north have given their names to the days.

The Ashanti and some other peoples of West Africa gave a child a special name
according to the day of the week on which he was born. The habit was brought to
the American South and Caribbean through slavery, where names such as Quashee
(Sunday), Cudjo (Monday) and Cufee (Friday) were common.

Monday’s child is fair of face,

Tuesday’s child is full of grace,

Wednesday’s child is full of woe,

Thursday’s child has far to go,

Friday’s child is loving and giving,

Saturday’s child works hard for a living,

But the child that works hard on the Sabbath Day,
is blithe and bonny, good and gay

Sunday - the first day of the week. The
name Sunday comes from the Old English
sunnandaeg, meaning “day of the Sun”.
From prehistoric times to the close of the
fifth century of the Christian era, the wor-
ship of the sun was dominant. Sunday
celebrates the sun god, Ra, Helios, Apollo,
Ogmios, Mithrias, the sun goddess, Phoebe.
The metal gold, as dedicated in the symbols
of alchemy, is associated with the sun god
and Sunday. In the year 321, Constantine
the Great ruled that the first day of the
week, ‘the venerable day of the sun’,
should be a day of rest. The sun’s old asso-
ciation with the first day is responsible for
the fact that the Lord’s Day of Christianity
bears the pagan name of Sunday.

Apollo or Helios

Monday - the second day of the week, day
of moon goddess, Selene, Luna and Mani.
Derived from Lunae Dies, day of the moon,
the name reflects the ancient observance of
feast days dedicated to the moon goddess
or planet. The metal silver, dedicated to

the moon for its silvery light, is associated
with Monday. Monday: The name Monday
comes from the Old English Munandaeg,
meaning “day of the Moon”. This is likely
based off of a translation of the Latin name
dies Lunae.

Moon Goddesses

Tuesday - the third day of the week.
Tuesday comes from the Old English
Tiwesdaeg, meaning “Tyr’s day.” In the
Roman calendar the corresponding day was
dies Martis, the day of Mars, associated with
Ares. This day is derived from Tyr or Tir, the
god of honorable war, the wrestler and the
son of Odin, the Norse god of war and his
wife Frigga, the earth mother. His emblem is
the sword, and in olden days the people paid
him great homage. Tuesday was named in
his honor. The metal iron, dedicated to Mars
and interpreted as his spear and shield, is an
attribute of Tuesday.




Woden

Thursday - the fifth day of the
week. It derives its name from

the Middle English Thorsday, or
Thursdaye, corresponding to the
Roman dies Jovis. Thor, the god of
strength and thunder, defender and
soldier in war, son of Odin, is the
counterpart of Jupiter or Jove. Thor
is one of the twelve great gods of
northern mythology. He is the only
god who cannot cross from earth
to heaven upon the rainbow, for
he is so heavy and powerful that
the gods fear it will break under
his weight. It was said that when-
ever Thor threw his hammer, the
noise of thunder is heard through
the heavens. Thursday was sacred
to Thor. The metal tin is associat-
ed with the thunderbolt of Jupiter
(Zeus in Greek myth) and is an
attribute of Thursday.

Wednesday - the fourth day of the
week, corresponds to the Roman Dies
Mercurii. This name comes from the Old
English Wodnesdaeg meaning the day of
the Germanic god Woden (Wodan), more
commonly known as Odin, who was the
highest god in Norse mythology, and a
prominent god of the Anglo-Saxons in
England until about the seventh century.

It is based on Latin dies Mercurii, “Day

of Mercury”. The connection between
Mercury and Odin is more strained than
the other day connections. The explanation
is that both Odin and Mercury were con-
sidered leaders of souls, in their respective
mythologies. Also, in Norse myth, Odin,
like Mercury, is associated with poetic and
musical inspiration.

Saturday - The only day of the
week to retain its Roman origin in
English, named after the Roman

god Saturn associated with the

Titan Cronos, father of Zeus and
many Olympians. It corresponds to
the Roman dies Saturni, or day of
Saturn, the Roman god of agriculture.
Saturday is also represented by Loki,
the Norse god of tricks and chaos.
The metal lead is associated with the
scythe of Saturn, and is therefore an
attribute of Saturday.

Friday - the sixth day of the
week. The name is derived
from frigedaeg, meaning the
day of Frige, the Germanic
goddess of beauty and Odin’s
wife. She is a later renamed to
the Norse goddess Frigg, but
also potentially connected to
the Goddess Freyja. Frigga is
considered to be the mother of
all, and the goddess who pre-
sides over marriage. The name
means loving or beloved. The
corresponding Latin name is
Dies Veneris, a day dedicated
to Venus, the goddess of love.

Saturn




Seven Day Week Attributes and Cultural References
What do the names of the days of the week mean? An answer to this question is closely linked to the language and culture. Whereas most languages use

the same names for the months (with a few Slavonic languages as notable exceptions), there is great variety in names that various languages use for the days of the

week. Most cultures ascribe the days of the week to the seven planets which correspond to the modern Sun, Moon, Mercury, Venus, Mars, Jupiter and Saturn. The

seven planet system given to the days of the week predates ancient Mesopotamian, Chinese and the Vedic cultures. A few examples will be given here:

Day/Language Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday
OId Norse Ménadagr - Tysdagr - Odinsdagr - Torsdagur - Friadagr - igﬁ%irgi %]r o Sunnudagr -
Moon’s Day Tyr's Day Woden’s Day Thor’s Day Freya’s Day Washing Day Sun’s Day
Segunda-feira - Terga-feira - Quarta-feira - Quinta-feira - Sexta-feira - Sabado - Domingo -
Portuguese Second Day Third Day Fourth Day Fifth Day Sixth Day Resting Day Lord’s Day
Lundi - Day of the Mardi - Day of Mercredi - Day of Jeudi - Day of Vendredi - Day of | Samedi - Day of Dimanche - Day of
French Moon Mars Mercury Jupiter Venus Saturn the Sun
dies lunae - dies Martis - dies Mercurii - dies Jovis - dies Veneris - dies Saturni - dies solis -
Roman Day of the Moon Day of Mars Day of Mercury Day of Jupiter Day of Venus Day of Satumn Day of the Sun
heméra Selenes - heméra Areos - heméra Hermou - heméra Dids - Day | heméra Aphrodite | heméra Krénou - heméra Heliou -
Greek Day of the Moon Day of the War Day of the Knowl- of the Sky God - Day of the Love Day of the Time Day of the Sun
ree Goddess Selene God Aries edge God Hermes Zeus Goddess Aphrodite | God Chronos God Helios
ud Sin - Dav of the ud Nergel - Day ud Nabu - Day of ud Anu - Day of ud Ishtar - Day of | ud Ninurta - Day ud Shamash - Day
Baby]onian Moon God gin of the Death God the Wisdom God the Sky God Anu the Love Goddess of the Farm/War of the Sun God
Nergel Nabu or Marduk Ishtar or Inanna God Ninurta Shamash
Russi Ponedelnik - Do Vtornik - Sreda - Chetverg - Pyatnitsa - Subbota - Voskresenye -
ussian Nothing Day Second Day Middle Day Forth Day Fifth Day Rest Day Resurrection Day
Japanese Getsuyobi - Kayobi - Suiyobi - Mokuyobi - Kin’yobi - Doyobi - Nichiyobi -
b Moon Day Fire Day Water Day Wood Day Gold Day Earth Day Sun Day
~ , Guru vasara - ; .
. Soma vasara - Mafigala vasara - Bhfldda vasara Sukra vasara - Sani vasara - Ravi vasara -
Sanskrit Moon Day Mars Day Wise Day or Tegcher Day or Venus Day Satumn Day Sun Day
Mercury Day Jupiter Day
Yom Shaynee - Yom Shlee’shee - Yom Revee’ee - Yom Khah'mee’shee - | Yom Ha’shee’shee- Shabbat - Yom Reeshone -
Hebrew Second Day Third Day Forth Day Fifth Day Sixth Day Rest First Day




Days of the Week in the Modern Languages
[ [Wondsy _Jruescey ____ [Weduoncy__[Tourscy ety [soturdiay __Jsuncey ___|

Aweaxb Acaw
Abkhaz (A$oax) (Aoas)
Maandag Dinsdag
Alikaans ‘moon day' ‘thing day’
Albanian e héné e marté
‘of moon' ‘of mars'
Alsatian Mandi Zischdi
. g Lrhlhicg
Amharic
(senyo) (maksenyo)
Arabic Y1 L e
(iIeelarm (yaum al-itnayn) (yaum at-talatha')
Standard) ¥ Y! Y
Arabic oyl ool
(Egyptian) (l-etnen) (et-talat)
Arabic oY s B g
(Moroccan) (nhar letnTn) (nhar ttlat)
Aragonese Luns Martes
Aranese deluns dimars
- bplynegupph bpkipouipfh
Armenian (Yergooshapti) (Yerekshapti)
Asturian llunes martes
Azerbaijani Bazar ertosi Carsanba axsami
Basque astelehena asteartea
5 naHAasenaxk ayTopak
Bel
elarussian (panjadzielak) (atitorak)
Bosnian ponedeljak utorak
Breton dilun dimeurz
‘moon day' ‘Mars day'
. NOHeAeNHNK BTOPHUK
Ellgarian (ponedelnik) (vtornik)
Catalan dilluns dimarts
OpuwoTt LWnnHapa
Checher (Orshot) (Shinara)
Cherokee OOVIN0 WPA TS
(Unadodaquonvi) | (Taline iga)
Ef— B
Chinese (singkeih yat) (singkéih yih)
(Cantonese) BFE— BFE—
(laihbaaih yat) (laihbaaih yih)
Chinese A f
(Hakka) (bai®-it?) (bai®-ngi®)
Ef— EH=
Chinese (XTngqTyT) (xTngqrer)
(Mandarin) wE— BE=
(IbaiyT) (I "
Chinese #F— f
(Taiwanese) (pai-it) (pai®-ji’)
dy' Lun dy' Meurth
C h
ormnis ‘moon day' ‘Mars day'
Corsican luni marti
ponedijeljak utorak
Croatian first day 'second day
after no activities'| after no activities'
Czech pondéli atery
Danish mandag tirsdag
Dgeérnésiais lundi mardi
Drehu Thupene hmi Drai ange dic
Dutch maandag dinsdag
D. 13 G IV
Estonian esmaspaev teisipaev
Faroese manadagur tysdagur
Fijian Méniti Tasiti
Finnish maanantai tiistai

Axaw Amwbaw Axsaw Acabuw Amebiw
(Axas) (Ap§’as) (Axoa8) (Asabs) (Amg¢ys)
Woensdag Donderdag Vrydag Saterdag Sondag
'Wodin's day' ‘Thor's day" ‘Frige's day" ‘Saturn's day’ 'sun day"'
|y 2T — |
v identified with Zeus)
Mittwuch Dunnerschdi Fridi Samschdi Sunndi
Lo choo-py acn P09 hehe &
(rob) (hamus) (arb) (kidami) (ehud)
el ¥ as sasll s Gaall o el pgs ¥l ap
(yaum al-arba‘@') (yaum al-hamts) (yaum al-jum‘a) (yaum as-sabt) (yaum al-ahad)
&l el Gaaall ol aall
(l-arba’) (el-khamés) (el-gom'a) (es-sabt) (el-hadd)
ela ¥l o ouradll e Daanll s el g aa¥l ag
(nhar larb’) (nhar lekhmTs) (nhar zhzhem'a) (nhar ssebt) (nhar Ihedd)
Miércols Chuebes Biernes Sabado Domingo
dimércles dijaus diuendres dissabte dimenge
Qnpkipuipth 2y oupfh Meppuf Cuwipuft Uhpuilih
(Chorekshapti) (Hinkshapti) (Ourpat) (Shapat) (Giragi)
miércoles Xueves vienres sabadu domingu
Carsanba Clima axsami Cime Senba Bazar
asteazkena osteguna ostirala larunbata igandea
cepaga vaubsep NATHILa cbiboTa HAA3enA
(sierada) (Gac'vier) (pjatnica) (sybota) (njadzielja)
srijeda cxetvrtak petak subota nedjelja
dimerher diriaou digwener disadorn disul
‘Mercury day' Jupiter day' 'Venus day' ‘Saturn day' 'sun day'
cpAna HYETBBPTBK neTBbK cuboTa Henena
(srjada) (Cetvartak) (petak) (sabota) (nedelja)
dimecres dijous divendres dissabte diumenge
Kxaapa Eapa Miepacka Lot K1iunpanae
(Qaara) (Eara) (P'eraska) (Shot) (K'irande)
KTA TS YN TS dO-YGeO 0BVLPSO O’OVLLGOE
(Tsoine iga) (Nvgine iga) (Tsungilosdi) (] (Ur
EH= i) EiR EHK EHA
(singkéih saam) | (singkeih sei) (singke&ih ngh) (singkeih luhk) (singkeih yaht)
#E= 1BEN BER fi-EE 7 BE(R)
(laihbaaih saam) | (laihbaaih sei) (laihbaaih ngh) (laihbaaih luhk) (laihbaaih yaht)
= a3 #Fh N 18FH
(bai®-sam) (bai®-si®) (bai®-ng3) (bai®-luk”) (le?-bai®-ngit’)
EBH= Efm EiR EBHIR EHAR
(xTngqTsan) (xTngqTsi) (XTngqTwii) (xTngqliu) (xTngqTri/tian)
BE= BEN BER HBEXR BEHE/R
(libaisan) (libaisi) (Iibaiwi) (libailiu) (libairiftian)
#= M #h Ea2ay BEH
(pai®-sa”) (pai®-si®) (pai®go®’) (pai®lak®) (le?-pai-jit®)
dy' Mergher dy' Yow dy' Gwener dy' Sadorn dy' Sul
‘Mercury day' Jupiter day' 'Venus day' ‘Saturn day' 'sun day'
marcuri ghjovi venneri sabbatu dumenica
srijeda Cetvrtak petak subota nedjelja
‘middle’ ‘fourth working day' | fifth working day' 'sabbath’ 'no activities'
stfeda Ctvrtek patek sobota nedéle
onsdag torsdag fredag lordag sondag
méquerdi jeudi venderdi samedi dinmanche
Drai menu Drai kaco Drai katru Drai meci xen Drai hmitrétr
woensdag donderdag vrijdag zaterdag zondag
qIVYRY SRR A FF qaadar AIFT
kolmapaev neljapaev reede laupéev plihapaev
mikudagur fri YQ: gt sunnudagur
Vukelulu Lotulevu Vakaraubuka Vakarauwai Sigatabu
keskiviikko torstai perjantai lauantai sunnuntai

French

Frisian
(North)

Frisian
(Saterfrisian)

Frisian
(West)

Friulian

Galician

Ganda

Georgian

German

German
(Swiss)

German
(Swabian)

Greek
(Ancient)

Greek
(Modern)

Greenlandic
Gujarati
Haitian Creole

Hebrew

Hindi

Hungarian
Icelandic

Indonesian

Irish
(Gaelic)

Italian
Japanese

Jérriais
Kapampangan
Kashubian

Kazakh

Khoekhoe
(Nama)

Korean

Ladino
Lakota
Latin

Latin
(Church)

Latin
(Vulgar)
Latvian
Ligurian

Limburgish

lundi
‘moon day'

monnendei
Moundai

Moandei

lunis
luns

Kazooba /
Bbalaza

G100
(or$abat'i)

Montag
‘moon day'

Méaéntig
Mendich
nuépa ZeAvng
(héméra
Selénés)
AguTépa
(Deytéra)
ataasinngorneq
RIRETES
(somvar)
lendi
v on

(yém $eni)
FHFaR
(somvar)
hétfé
manudagur
Senin
Dé Luan
‘moon day'
lunedi

AR
(getsuyabi)

Lundi
Lunes
Poniedzotk
AYWCEHOI
(Duysenbi)

mantaxtses
*gurotses

ey

(weuryoil)

oo
(Lunes)

Anpétu thokahe

diés lunae

secunda feria

lunae dies
pirmdiena
lanedi

Maondig

mardi
‘Mars day'

tirsdei
Téisdai

Tiisdei

martars
martes

Walumbe /
Lwakubiri

Ls88sds000
(sams$abat'i)

Dienstag

'Thing(sus) day"

(a god identified with
Mars)

Ziischtig
Denschdich

nNpépa Apewg

(héméra Areds)

Tpitn

(Trite)

marlunngorneq

Hanaz

(marngalvar)

madi
wHwor
(yom &I7si)

TR

(mamgalvar)

kedd

pridjudagur

Selasa

Dé Mairt

‘Mars' day '

martedi

KEEH
(kayobi)

Mardi
Martes
Witérk

ceiceH6i
(Seysenbi)

denstaxtses
Igamlitses
ey
(hwayoil)

DWVINN
(Martes)

Anpétu ninpa

diés martis

tertia feria

martis dies

otrdiena
martedi

Daensdig

mercredi
‘Mercury day’'

winsdei

Midwiek

Woansdei

miercus
mércores

Mukasa /
Lwakusatu

MobBsds0
(ot'x$abat'i)

Mittwoch
‘midweek’

Mittwuch

Mittich

nuépa Eppou
(héméra Hermou)

Tetapm
(Tetarte)

pingasunngormeq

)
(bud"var)
meékre
waoe

(yém rvi)
ECEi
(budhvar)
szerda
midvikudagur
Rabu
Dé Céadaoin
‘day of the first
fast'
mercoledi
KEgR
(suiydbi)
Mécrédi
Miercules
Strzoda
CopceHGi
(Sarsenbi)

wunstaxtses
Inonallitses
4+
(suyoil)
DOPIMN
(Mierkoles)

Anpétu yamni

jeudi
Jupiter day'

tlrsdei

Tuunsdai

Tongersdei
joibe
xoves

Kiwanuka /
Lwakuna

[ Suepts N Nepled
(xut'Sabat'i)

Donnerstag
‘thunder (Thor's)
day'

Dunschtig

Donnerschtich

nuépa Alog
(héméra Dios)
Néprrrn
(Pémpté)
sisamanngorneq
Az
(guruvar)
dijedi
wmn or
(yém hamisi)

(guruvar)

csltortok
fimmtudagur

Kamis

Déardaoin

‘day between fasts'
giovedi

ANEER
(mokuyabi)

Jeudi
Huebes
Czwiortk

GeiiceHGi
(Beysenbi)
donertaxtses
hakallitses
229
(mokyoil)
DN
(Djueves)

Anpétu topa

vendredi
'Venus day'

frideisennin
Fréindai

Freed

vinars
venres

Nnagawonye /
Lwakutaano

336803930
(paraskevi)

Freitag
‘Frige's day"

Friitig

Fraidich

nuépa Appoditg
(héméra Aphrodités)

MNapaockeun
(Paraskeyé)
tallimanngorneq
PEE)
(Sukravar)
vandredi
ww o
(yom 8isi)
APAT
(Sukravar)
péntek
féstudagur
Jumat

Dé h-Aoine
‘day of the (primary)
fast'

venerdi
SRR
(kinyabi)
Vendrédi
Biernes
Piatk
Kyma
(Juma)

fraitaxtse
korollitses
32¥
(geumyoil)
DM
(Viernes)

Anpétu zaptan

diés mercurt diés iovis diés veneris
quarta feria /

media quinta feria sexta feria
hebdomas

mercurii dies iovis dies veneris dies
merculedi 2zoeggia venardi
Goonsdig Dénderdig Vriedig

samedi
‘day of the
Sabbath'

sennin

Snéiwende

Sneon
sabide
sébado

Wamunyi /
Lwamukaaga

8sds000
($abat'i )

Samstag
‘Saturn day"

Samschtig

Samschdich

nuépa Kpbvou
(héméra Krénou)
SaBpBato
(Savvato)
arfininngorneq
Al

(8anivar)

samdi

naw o
(yém $abat)

afar
(Sanivar)
szombat
laugardagur
Sabtu

Dé Sathairn
‘Saturn's day"
sabato

=]
(doyabi)

Sanm'di
Sabado
Sobota

CeHGI
(Senbi)

satertaxtses
Inanillitses

EY
(toyoil)

nv
(Shabat)

Owangyuzazapi

diés saturnt

sabbatum

sabbatum

sestdiena
sabbu

Zaoterdig

dimanche
'day of the Lord"

sennedei
Sundai

Snein

domenie
domingo

Wangu /
Ssande

3306
(kvira)

Sonntag
'sun day"

Sunntig
Sonndich

npépa HAlou
(héméra Héliou)
Kupuakn
(Kyriaké)
sapaat
FIEETE
(ravivar)
dimanch
nwRI O

(yém ri'$6n)
TEr
(ravivar)
vasarnap
sunnudagur
Minggu
Dé Domhnaigh
‘Lord's day"
domenica

HER
(nichiyobi)

Dinmanche
Domingo
Niedzela

KEKCEHOI
(Zheksenbe)

sontaxtses
hallitses

B
(ilyoil)
TINANR
(Alhad)

Anpétu wakhan

diés solis

(dies) dominica

dominicus

sveétdiena
duménnega

Zo6ndig



Days of the Week in the Modern Languages, cont...
| [Wonaey [ussdey _ [Wednesaey_[Thurscey __Jercey ____ Joatraey ___Jouncey ]

Lithuanian Pirmadienis Antradienis Treciadienis Ketvirtadienis
Livonian ezz6mpéava tuoiznapava kuolméndpava nellondpéava brécig plolpava pivapava
Low German Maandag Dingsdag Middeweken Dunnersdag Freedag zz_:lrsjgnd Siinndag
Luxembourgish | Méindeg Dénschdeg Méttwoch Donneschdeg Freideg Samschdeg Sonndeg
Macedonian MoHepenHnk BTopHuk Cpena YeTBpTOK MeTtok Cab6ora Hepena

(Ponedelnik) (Sreda) (Nedela)

(Vtornik) (Chetvrtok) (Petok) (Sabota)

Malay Isnin Selasa Rabu Khamis Jumaat Sabtu Ahad
Maltese it-Tnejn it-Tlieta I-Erbgha il-Hamis |I-G|mgha is-Sibt il-FHadd
Manx Jelhune Jemayrt Jecrean Jerdein Jeheiney Jesarn Jedoonee
Maori rahine rata raapa rapare ramere rahoroi ratapu
Marshallese Jabot Mande Juje Wonje Taije Boraide Jadede
Mongolian pasaa MArMap nxarsa nypes 6aacaH 6am6a HAM

(davaa) (myagmar) (Ikhagva) (ptirev) (baasan) (byamba) (nyam)
Neapolitan lunneri marteri miercuri giover viernari sabbato dummeneca
Nepali mar) malbar) ?::;mar) Ziaibnar) PO />(Shukrabar) ?Shanibar) :\li;t::zr)
Normand lundi mardi mercrédi jéeudi vendrédi sammedi dimmaunche
;\g);":v:;”an mandag tirsdag onsdag torsdag fredag lordag sondag
;\:\Tyr:vtjsg;n mandag tysdag onsdag torsdag fredag laurdag sundag
Occitan diluns dimars dimécres dijous divendres dissabte dimenge
0Old English Mbénandeeg Tiwesdeeg Wodnesdaeg Punresdeeg Frigedaeg Seeternesdaeg Sunnandeeg

‘moon day' 'Tiw's day' 'Woden's day' 'Thor's day" ‘Frige's day' ‘Saturn's day’ 'sun day'
Old Norse Méanadagr Tysdagr Odinsdagr Pérsdagr Friadagr Laugardagr Sunnudagr
Papiamento djaluna djamars djarason djaweps djabiérna djasabra djadomingo

Persian s wbles iy daea sl g
(doshanbeh) (seshanbeh) | (chaharshanbeh) (panjshanbeh) (jom'e ) (shanbeh) (yekshanbeh)
Plautdietsch Moondag Dinjsdag Meddweakj Donnadag Friedag Sinnovend Sinndag
Poitevin léndi mardi mécrdi jhetdi vendrdi sémedi dimenche
Polish poniedziatek wtorek $roda czwartek pigtek sobota niedziela
Portuguese segunda-feira terga-feira quarta-fei quinta-fei xta-feil sabado domingo
Provencal dilun dimars dimedre dijou divéndre dissate dimenche
Quechua Killachau Atipachau Qoyllurchau lllapachau Ch'askachau K'uychichau Intichu
Rapanui ra‘a po tahi ra‘a po rua ra‘a po toru ra‘a po ho ra‘a po rima ra‘a pé ono ra‘a po hitu
Romanian luni martj miercuri joi vineri simbata duminica
Russian NOHeAenbHUK | BTOPHUK cpena YeTBepr nATHUUA cy66oTa BOCKpECeHbe
(ponedel'nik) (vtornik) (sreda) (chetverk) (pyatnitsa) (subbota) (voskresen'ye)
Samoan Aso Gafua Aso Lua Aso Lulu Aso Tofi Aso Faraile Aso To'ona'i Aso Sa
SR (indu vasaram) (bhauma vasaram) ‘(/s;suarmayma) (guru vasaram) (bhrgu vasaram) (sthira vasaram) (bhanu vasaram)
Sardinian lunis martis meércuris giovia chenabura sappadu duminiga
o Jls el sl lsiSie Llsadh Cued Slsais iy Siag S Sl
(Sowar) (MungalVar) (BudhVar) (Khamees) (Zum'ma/VaDavar) | (Chahnr Chahnr ) (Adatvar)
Scots Monanday Tysday Wadensday Fuirsday Friday Seturday Sunday
Diciadain Dihaoine D maich
Scottish Diluain Dimairt day of the first Diardaoin day of the (prima Disatharna ‘Lord's day'
Gaelic ‘moon day' ‘Mar's day’ 7 ‘day between fasts' 7 P v ‘Saturn’s day' La na Sabaid
fast' fast)' P .
'Sabbath day
Serbian MoHepersak YTopak Cpena YeTtepTak Metax Cy6ota Heperwa
(ponedeljak) (utorak) (sreda) (Cetvrtak) (petak) (subota) (nedelja)
Sercquiais Itidi mardi mekrédi djodi vadrédi samdi dimach
Sesotho Mantaha Labobedi Laboraro Labone Labohlano Mogebelo Sontaha
Slovak pondelok utorok streda Stvrtok piatok sobota nedel'a
Slovenian Ponedeljek Torek Sreda Cetrtek Petek Sobota Nedelja
Sorbian poéndzela wutora srieda Stwortk piatk sobota njedzela
Spanish lunes martes miércoles jueves viernes sabado domingo
Swahili jumatatu jumanne jumatano alhamisi ijumaa jumamosi jumapili

Swedish méndag tisdag onsdag torsdag fredag I6rdag sbndag

Tagalog Lunes Martes Miyerkules Huwebes Biyernes Sabado Linggo
Tahitian Moniré Mahana Piti Mahana Toru Mahana Maha Mahana Pae Mahana Ma'a Tapati
- Siier Qs L swmpen Qseer] safl @mip
(tingkal) (cevvay) (putan) (viyalan) (velli) (cani) (nyayiru)
Thai Fudund Fusaans Funs Fumavisud Fuans Fuans Fuendingd
wan chan wan angkan wan phut wan paruhat] (wan sul (wan sao; ‘wan a-tit)
h ki hi h; K) i
- qITFT 135 1A AR JIRENE AadEa qaaFar
(gza' zla ba) (gza' mig mar) (gza' Ihag pa) (gza' phur bu) (gza' pa sangs) (gza' spen pa) (gza' nyi ma)
Tok Pisin Mande Tunde Trinde Fonde Fraide Sarere Sande
Tsonga Musumbhunuku | Ravumbirhi Ravunharhu Ravumune Ravuntlhanu Muggivela Sonto
Turkish Pazartesi Sali Carsamba Pergembe Cuma Cumartesi Pazar
Tuvaluan Aso Gafua Aso Lua Aso Tolu Aso Fa Aso Lima Aso Ono Aso Tapu / Aso Sa
Ukrainian roKealriok BIiBTOPOK cepena YeTBe| N'ATHULA cy6oTa HeanA
(ponedilok) P (sereda) P W 4 (nedilya)
(vivtorok) (chetver) (p'jatnycja) (subota)
Urdu N S A ohaas e ~idy sl
(pTr) (mangal) (buddh) (jum'eh'rat) (jum'ah) (hafta) (itvar)
Uzbek Dushanba Seshanba Chorshanba Payshanba Juma Shanba Yakshanba
Venda Musumbuluwo Lavhuvhili Lavhuraru Lavhuna Lavhutanu Mugivhela Swondaha
Vietnamese thr hai (R4S thir ba (RE) thir tur (X F) thar nam (R jiR) thir sau (X #:) thir bay (X%) cha nhat (£ H)
Véro iispaiv t66s6paiv kolmapéiv nelapaiv riidi puulpaiv piihapaiv
Walloon londi mardi mierkidi djudi vénrdi semdi dimenge
Welsh dydd Llun dydd Mawrth dydd Mercher dydd lau dydd Gwener dydd Sadwrn dydd Sul
‘moon day’ ‘Mars day' ‘Mercury day" Jupiter day" ‘Venus day' ‘Saturn day" 'sun day"
Viddish Poawn muoonT muom mounNT moms naw Mo
1adis (montik) (dinstik) (mitvokh) (donershtik) (fraytik) (shabes) (zuntik)
Zulu uMombuluko uLwesibili ulLwesithathu uLwesine uLewishlanu uMggibelo iSonto

Days of the Week in Constructed Languages
I e e e T S

Esperanto lundo mardo merkredo jatido vendredo sabato dimanco
Folkspraak Maandag Densdag Midwich Dorsdag Freidag Samstag Saandag
Ido lundio mardio merkurdio jovdio venerdio saturdio sundio
Interlingua lunedi martedi mercuridi jovedi venerdi saturdi sabbato
Interlingue lunedi mardi mercurdi jovedi venerdi saturdi soledi
Interglossa di bi / luna-di | di tri / mars-di  di tetra / merkuri-di | di penta / bronto-di | di sixa / veneri-di di seti / satura-di / sabato  di mo
Lingua Franca Nova | Lundi Martedi Mercurdi Jovedi Venerdi Saturdi Soldi
Lojban lurdei fagdei jaurdei mudydei jemdei tedydei soldei
Talossan Luanegi Maitzi Marcuri Xhuadi Viénergi/Chenapura | Saturi Suladi
Volapik telidel kilidel foliidel luliidel malidel velldel ballidel



